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Note on Phoenician Characters from Sumatra [pp.387-388+399] 

Please note: Due to an error in the print volume, the page numbering 
for this article jumps from 388 to 399. In fact, there is no gap in the 
article content. The article content is presented in its entirety. Pages 
389 to 398 do not exist. 

Please click on "Next Page" (at the top of the screen) to begin viewing 
the article. 
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J. P. HIARRISON.-Pha?nician Character from Stanatra. 387 

DECEMBER 22ND, 1874. 

Professor BUiSK, F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed. 

GEORGE LAMBERT, Esq., F.S.A., of Coventry Street, and JOHN 
HARTE, Esq., of Shaftesbury Hall, Battersea Park, were elected 
members. 

The following list of presents was read, and thanks were 
voted to the donors: 

FoR TlEE LIBRARY. 

From the AUTHoR.-From the Indus to the Tigris. By H. W. 
Bellew, C.S.I. 

From the AUTHOR.-The Shepherd Kings of Egypt. By the Rev. 
John Campbell, M.A. 

From the EDITOR.-Revue Scientifique. Nos. 24 and 25, 1874. 
From the ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VIENNA.-Mittheilungen 

der Anthropologischen Gesellsehaft in Wien. Band iv. 
Nos. 7, 8, and 9. 

From the INSTITUTE.-Verhandlungen der K. K. Geologischen 
Reichsanstalt. Nos. 12 and 13, 1874; Jahrbuch, ditto, Band 
24, No. 3. 

From the IMPERIA-L ACADEMy OF SCIENCES OF VIENNA.-SitZ- 
ungsberichte (philos.-histor.), Bands 75 and 76, Heft 1.3; ditto 
Math.-naturw., 1873, I. Abtheil. Nos. 8-10; II. Abtheil. Nos. 
8-10; III. Abtheil. Nos. 6-10; 1874, I. Abtheil. Nos. 1-3; 
II. Abtheil. Nos. 1-3. 

From the ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF BERLIN.-Zeitschrift fur 
Ethnologie. No. 5, 1874. 

From the SOCIETY.-Sitzungsberichte der Physikalisch-Medicin- 
ischen Societat zu Erlangen. Heft 6, 1874. 

From the EDITOR.-Nature (to date). 

Mr. J. PARK HARRISON exhibited tracings of late Phcnician 
characters from Sumatra, and read the following note: 

NOTE On PHCENICIAN CHARACTERS from SUMATRA. By J. P, 
HARRISON. [With Plate xxvii.] 

THESE characters are said to be still in use in the districts of 
Rejang, Lemba, and Passummah, in Sumatra. Manuscripts on 
thirty-one tablets formed of split bamboos were, it appears, 
acquired many years ago by the old East India Companyj and 
are now in the library of the India Office. Nearly the 
whole of the letters inscribed on the con-vex surfaces of the 
bamboos are ideutical in form with Pheenician characters mostly 
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of a pure period, and afford a very remarkable instance of the sur- 
vival of an early form of writing adopted by a non-literary race. 

Marsden states that the letters of the Rejang alphabet consist 
of twenty-three characters. Corrected forms are given in his 
"History of Sumatra," third edition, and letters of the same 
form and number are found upon the margins of twenty-three 
of the bamboo tablets. This confirms Marsden's statement 
regarding the numbers of the characters, and shows that there 
is an unbroken set of tablets. Eight others have two letters 
each on the margins of the tablets-duplicates of the first eight 
letters of the Rejang alphabet. 

In the fac-simile (P1. xxvii.), which is derived from a photo- 
graph of the first tablet, it will be noticed that there are several 
forms which are not found in the Rejang alphabet. They are 
letters with occasional affixes or signs attached to them on the 
left side, which serve, according to Marsden, to alter the terminal 
sounds. There are eight of these signs (see plate). Examples 
of their use occur in the eighth and eleventh characters (from 
the commencement) of the first line of the manuscript, where 
the seventh and fourteenth letters of the alphabet appear with 
the fourth sign attached to them. Also, in the second line, the 
sixth and fourteenth characters have the same sign attached to 
the fifteenth letter of the alphabet. Two letters, viz. Nos. 11 
and 22 are distinguished from No. 4 by slight additions. It 
really seems as if Nos. 11 and 22 were originally of the same 
form as No. 4 (the three thus answering to the Phoenician 
characters B, D, and R), but that the difficulty of distinguish- 
ing letters so much alike led to the addition of permanent 
suffixes.-The twentieth letter of the Rejang alphabet is the 
only one that has not been identified.* 

It should be mentioned that the order of the letters is not the 
same as in Phoenician, and the letters themselves are generally 
reversed; their values, also, are different. 

Both in Javat and Sumatrat written traditions, mixed with 
fable, refer to the arrival of ships in remote times, and at two 
different epochs, from the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf-in 
the one case at a time when vessels still coasted round 
the Bay of Bengal; in the other, in the age of Alexander, 
who is said to have built a bridge "in the sea," which may 
mean that ships commanded by some of his officers arrived 
direct from India. Three of his descendants are also said to 
have become kings of Palinbang, &c. The ships would have 
been manned principally by Phoenician sailors. Stript of 
legendary matter, there seems nothing contrary to, or incon. 

* The tenth and seventeenth may be forms of " Ph " and "T Th." 
t Sir Stamford Raffles' "History of Java," p. 85. 
* Marsden's " Sumatra," p. 3, note (2nd Ed.). 
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sistent with, history in these traditions, which consequently 
possess a certain value apart from the evidence afforded by the 
manuscripts. The importance attending the identification of 
these characters is principally ethnographical. 

EXPLANATION OF PLATE XXVII. 

Portion of a bamboo tablet with incised characters, from 
Sumatra; lithographed from a photograph. Also, Rejang 
alphabet, and Phwnician forms for comparison. 

The following paper was read by the author: 

ON EARLY MODES of NAVIGATION. By Col. A. LANE Fox. 

IN the paper which I had the honour of reading to this Institute 
at Bethnal Green, I spoke of the general principles by which 
I was guided in the course of inquiries, of which the present 
paper forms a section. I need not, therefore, now refer to them 
further than to say that the materials for this paper were 
collected whilst writing a note to my catalogue raisonne relating 
to the case of models of early forms of ships. 

In inquiries of this nature it is always necessary to guard 
against the tendency to form theories in the first instance, and 
go in search of evidence to support them afterwards. On the 
other hand, in dealing with so vast a subject as Anthropology, 
including all art, all culture, and all races of mankind, it is next 
to impossible to adhere strictly to the opposite of this, and 
collect the data first, to the exclusion of all idea of the purpose they 
are to be put to in the sequel, because all is fish that comes into 
the anthropological basket, and no such basket could possibly be 
big enough to contain a millionth part of the materials necessary 
for conducting an inquiry on this principle. Some guide is 
absolutely necessary to the student in selecting his facts. The 
course which I have pursued, in regard to the material arts, is to 
endeavour to establish the sequence of ideas. When the links 
of connection are found close together, then the sequence may 
be considered to be established. When they occur only at a 
distance, then they are brought together with such qualifications 
as the nature of the case demands. Other members of this 
Institute have followed the same course in relation to other 
branches of culture, the oblject being to lay the foundation of a 
true anthropological classification, without seeking either to 
support a dogma or establish a paradox. This is, I believe, the 
requirement of our time and the necessary preliminary to the 
introduction of a science of Anthropology. 

VOL. IV. D D 

This content downloaded from 91.229.248.187 on Sat, 14 Jun 2014 00:44:10 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


REJANC ALPHABET. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 lo 11 12 13 14 15 16 1i 18 19 20 21 22 23 

I.." />X'0 /t/VV// W/Stv/ /1 A/4$v/V 
VARIANTS AZ / X 

PHCENICIAN CHARACTERS 

PART OF A REJANC M.S. ON BAMBOO. 
(FROM U UATRA) 

0 

C~~~~~~~~~~4 \0S \ et/^ / IVI4 \ 1 

(I F-F I IN. Y,1 IN) ||N) 

SIGNS IV A C I * 

This content downloaded from 91.229.248.187 on Sat, 14 Jun 2014 00:44:10 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

	Article Contents
	[unnumbered]
	p. 387
	p. 388
	p. 399
	[unnumbered]

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Journal of the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, Vol. 4 (1875), pp. 309-508
	Volume Information [pp. 505-508]
	[Miscellaneous Business of the Meeting on November 10th, 1874] [pp. 309-311]
	On a Series of About Two Hundred Flint and Chert Arrowheads, Flakes, Thumbflints, and Borers, from the Rio Negro, Patagonia; with Some Remarks on the Stability of Form Observable in Stone Implements [pp. 311-323]
	Report on the Department of Anthropology at the Belfast Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of Science, 1874 [pp. 323-335]
	Report on the Anthropological Section of the International Congress of Orientalists [pp. 336-339]
	Report on the Stockholm Meeting of the International Congress of Anthropology and Prehistoric Archæology [pp. 339-362]
	[Miscellaneous Business of the Meeting on November 24th, 1874] [pp. 362-364]
	Notes on Ruins in the Neighbourhood of Palmyra [pp. 364-365]
	Notes of Some Skulls from Palmyra, Presented to the Institute by the Late Mr. Cotesworth [pp. 366-368]
	[Miscellaneous Business of the Meeting on December 8th, 1874] [pp. 368-369]
	Some Account of a Leaf-Wearing Tribe on the Western Coast of India [pp. 369-376]
	Notes on Some Tumuli and Stone Circles Near Castleton, Derbyshire [pp. 377-386]
	Note on Phœnician Characters from Sumatra [pp. 387-388+399]
	On Early Modes of Navigation [pp. 399-437]
	[Miscellaneous Business of the Meeting on January 12th, 1875] [pp. 437-438]
	Anthropology of Prehistoric Peru [pp. 438-457]
	On the Andamans and Andamanese [pp. 457-467]
	Note on the Languages of the Andamans [pp. 467-468]
	[Annual General Meeting January 26th, 1875] [pp. 469-470]
	Report of Council of the Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland for 1874 [pp. 471-475]
	[President's Address] [pp. 476-502]
	Anthropological Miscellanea
	Review: untitled [p. 503]
	Review: untitled [pp. 503-504]
	An Indian Institute [p. 504]
	Mr. Howorth on the Mongols [p. 504]




